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7  (16)In the interest of innovation and to foster
competition, the provisions of this Directive
should not create any exclusive right to know-
how or information protected as trade secrets.
Thus, the independent discovery of the same
know-how or information should remain possible.
Reverse engineering of a lawfully acquired
product should be considered as a lawful means
of acquiring information, except when otherwise
contractually agreed. The freedom to enter into
such contractual arrangements can, however, be
limited by law.
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